
Encouraging Academic Success 
 

Successful students are motivated learners who accept some responsibility for their own 
education.  They emphasize effort over ability.  They are able to pay attention and focus on 
school-related tasks, while ignoring or reducing environmental distractions.  Successful student 
use their own skills and learned strategies to help them understand classroom lessons and 
textbook materials.  They also are willing to ask for assistance when they need help.   
 
Parents and guardians can help facilitate academic success by making education a priority at 
home.  By teaching children the importance of school, encouraging them to think, to listen, and 
to follow rules, a foundation will be in place for academic success to occur. 
 
Homework Lessons for Parents: 
Teachers give homework to help students: 

1. Review and practice lessons 
2. Prepare for class 
3. Develop skills that help them think and learn 

*Homework helps teachers know what your child understands and with what your child may 
need additional help. 
 
When parents help with and support their child’s schoolwork, children are more likely to: 

• Be motivated to learn and do their best in school 
• Learn more 
• Do better in school 
• Be more responsible 
• Improve standardized test scores 
• Succeed 

*Being healthy can help your child do well in school, so encourage you child to eat a balanced 
diet, get enough sleep, and engage in physical activity/exercise. 
 
An established study area at home should have the following characteristics, so your child can 
do homework each day: 
Quiet; Comfortable with sufficient work space; well lit; properly supplied with paper, pens, 
pencils, and a dictionary. 
 

Computers can be great resources, but it’s important to: 
• Know appropriate uses of a computer for homework 
• Use reliable Web sites for information 
• Monitor your child’s computer activities 
• Educate your child – and yourself – about Internet Safety 

 
Do not do your child’s homework for them, but Do: 

• Remind you child when it’s homework time 
• Answer questions after encouraging your child to think about the problem first 
• Provide guidance 
• Point out resources:  dictionary, atlas, computer, library, calling a friend, etc. 
• Give encouragement and use positive reinforcements 

 
Continue on for Study Skills Tips for Students… 
 

                                                   



(Please feel free to print this page to share with your child) 
STUDY SKILLS STRATEGIES FOR STUDENTS 

1. Be Organized 
Use your Student Agenda Book daily and take it home each night 

Write assignments, due dates, “no assignment,” tests,  projects, needed materials, 
etc. 

Keep your locker neat and orderly 
Utilize a folder/binder system in each class, so you can locate assignments and have the notes 
necessary to study for tests 

 
2. Schedule Time Daily 

      To do homework  
      Review notes 
      Study for a quiz/test 
      Organize folders and materials 
      Read 
 

3. Follow Directions 
         
4. Take Notes  

                  In a different spiral notebook for each class  
                  Keep in chronological order to ease studying for tests 
 

5. Read  
      Outline text chapters 
      Use a dictionary to look up words 
      Keep a reading journal, including characters, plot, and terms, for book reports 

   
6. Plan for Long-Range Assignments 
             Break down big projects into smaller steps 
             Write down each project step in your student agenda, so you won’t forget 
        Do not procrastinate 
 
7. Study for Tests 
              Review notes 
         Reread chapters 
              Review worksheets and homework assignments 
              Complete chapter reviews and study guides 
              Make flashcards 
              Ask someone to quiz you over the materials 
              Study a little each night for several days prior to the test 
 
8. Communicate 
             Ask questions  
             Participate in class 
             Check K-12 Planet regularly 
             Ask for feedback 
             Show your Student Agenda daily to your parents 
             Take home materials intended for your parents in a timely manner 
 
9. Turn in all Assignments on Time 

 
      10.    Keep Your Goals in Mind 
                Earning qualifying grades to participate in extra-curricular activities 
                Making Honor Roll 
                Creating a solid foundation for high school coursework 
                 College, military, vocational school, career plans 

 
Reference:  Homework Lessons for Parents, a Channing-Bete publication, 2005 Edition 


